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11.S. Department of Justice

Federal Burcau of Investigation

In Keply Piease Refer to Milwaukee Field Office
Pl 3600 §. Lake Drive §
e “rancis, W1 53235
Case No 21-CR424 St. Francis, W1 332 ‘
" April 1. 2021 TTEM ¥

L.S. Attorney s Office for the Western District of Wisconsin
Attn. AUSA Elizabeth Altman
RE: United States v. Stephen J. Robeson. Case No. 21-CR-024

Per discovery obligations in referenced case, the below is a summary report of information
pertaining to the defendant’s tinie ax a confidential human source with the FBIL

CHS Information:

: ~1=m B
Source Opening,: October 20, 2019 - TTem ™ &
Source Closing Notification: October 27, 2020
Source Administrate Clasing: November 17, 2020 (closed tor cause)

_ITEMES
Total Payments: $19,328.79 irem

Robeson was brought to the attention of the FBI by Marquette County Sherif™s Office. On

October 16, 2019, Robeson met for the first time with the FBI along with members of the .
Marquette Country Sheriff's Office. Robeson made contacted with law enforcement dueto  —— TTEM iy
concerns that members of Three Percenters of Wisconsin would engage in violent acts, which is

in violation of the ideals of his militia group. In addition, engaging in this violence would

damage the repuration of militia groups and hinder their cause.

Annual Admonishments

Stephen J. Robeson (Robeson) was provided the following annually required admonishments on
October 30, 2019,

I, The CHS's assistance and the information provided to the FBL are entirely voluntary.
2. The CHS must pravide truthful information to the FBI

Pagc 1 of IS
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11.

. The CHS must abide by the instructions of the FBI and must not take or seek to take any

independent actions on behalf of the US Government. : TTem™ 5
The US Government will strive to protect the CHS's identity but cannot guarantee it will

not be divulged.

The FBI on its own cannot promise or agree to any immunity from prosecution or other
consideration by an FPO, a state or local prosecutor, or a court in exchange for the CHS’s
cooperation because the decision to confer any such benefit lies within the exclusive
discretion of the prosecutor or court. However, the FBI will consider (but not necessarily

act upon) advising the appropnate prosecutor of the nature and extent of the CHS’s

assistancé to the FBI.

The CHS is not authorized to engage in any criminal activity and has no immunity from .
prosecution for any unauthorized criminal activity. TTEMF 7

Trem®§

. The CHS is not an employee of the US Government and may not represent

himself/herself as such.

The CHS may not enter into any contract or incur any obligation on behalf of the US e B
Government, except as specifically instructed or approved by the FBI. [rem*®g
The FBI cannot guarantee any rewards, payments, or other compensation to the CHS

. Each time a CHS subject to the Attorney General Guidelines receives any awards,

payments, or other compensation from the FB], the CHS shall be advised at the time of

the payment that he/she is Jiable for any taxes that may be owed on that compensation.

Whenever it becomes apparent that the CHS may have to testify in a court or other ,
proceeding, the CHS must be advised of that possibility. TTeEm #9

Quarterly Review of Source

The FBI conducted four quarterly reviews of the Robeson, which are provided below:

January 24, 2020: The newly developed CHS has access to identified militia groups in #)q
WT and outside. Continue to operate. LTem
June §, 2020: The newly developed CHS has access to identified militia groups in WI and

outside. Continue to operate.

July 22, 2020: The CHS has excellent access to muluple high profile DT subjects.

Continue to operate the CHS.

November 3, 2020: CHS is bemg closed due to potential obstruction. An investigation

was opened.

Page 2 of 15
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CHS motivation for working with the FBIis that he has concerns that militia members
will engage in violent acts, which is in violation of the ideals of his militia group. In
addition, éngaging in this violence will damage the reputation of militia groups and
hinder their cause.
CHS s reporting of information was generatly timely and consistent with his access At

times, information was delayed if CHS needed prompting to recall details. CHS s

information was corroborated through various means.

CHS appeared to be fully coaperative with the FI3{ pertaining to militia matters and

disrupting the plot kidnap the Governor of Michigan. CHS did not always appear to fully

understand the scope and limitations of how the FRI conducted its investigations or what

was expected of him He was directed to be a sponge during conversations with subjects

of'interest. However, frequently, CHS could be heard tuking control of conversations and

providing.a lot of input. CHS appeared to enjoy the role of being a person in charge, and

relishes the respect and admiration of their peers. At times, CIS can be heard

embellishing their deeds, background, and abilities in order to ingratiate themselves with

the subjects. It was hard to determine at times if this was to increase his bona fides or (or e N

his own ego or it CHS was working to steer the investigations. TEM IS
C'HS had excelieni access, however, e was difficul( to handle and did not always follow

the directions provided by the FBI. As a result, C11S's motivations, truthfulness, and e il
dedication 10 assistii  the USG werc called into question. Irem™!
CHS appeared to have mixed loyalties to local militia members which may have

impacted their ability to provide complete information on those individuals. In addition.

CHS was also technologically illiterate and had difficulty providing screenshots, social ] M
media ID numbers, and other clarifying information. , ETem R i1

TTEM ® 1Y

Consensual Recordings

Robeson conducted consensual recordings for the FBI on the following dates in the furtherance
of ongoing investigations. These recordings will be provided under separate cover,

R
[
[

May 6, 2020
June 5-6, 2020 .

July 11-12, 2020 - ~ Trem ¥i8
luly 17-18, 2020 o

August 7-9, 2020 7
Scptel_}lber 11-13, 2020

Page 4 of 15

00179896



Case 1:25-cv-01146-RJJ  ECF No. 8-1, PagelD.644 Filed 11/12/25 Page 7 of 45

Source Closing Notification -
On October 27. 2020. Robeson was informed that the FBI was closing him as a source. This
meeting was recorde by the FBI and will be provided under separate cover.

£ . . fan. @R .
n

Robeson's contact with the FBI was documented in accordance with FBI  olicy. Information

regarding instructions, Robeson’s characterization and performance as a source, and ) #l g
— — I7EMm

use/possession of tirearms, is provided below:

April 30, 2020
The CHS agreed with the idea of wearing a recording device tor the meeting. HA stated he

would supply the CHS with the phone number of an Agent that will be able to meet him/her in

South Carolina and provide them with covert recording device(s) to be used in the meeting. The

CHS expressed concern that his involvement in this meeting could make him/her incapable of )
helping the FBI investigate dangerous individuals in the future, at which time ITA suggested the —— [ Tem #ld
CHS use the meeting to lay the groundwark for the introduction of an undercover Agent which

put the CHS at ease. A also provided the CHS with guidance regarding making sure any ideas

or suggestions of criminal activity come from other people in the mecting, and not from the
CHS. '
[ ‘o

May 9, 2020 PR L

On May 9, 2020, CHS asked if a recording device used for the Norfolk {ll\'cs(igalti<)|| targeting a

Baltimore target. CHS was advised not to record Baltimore target unless was associated with - ITEM % 2
Norfolk arget. CHS was given authority to record if the CHS consented. CHS consented.

May 10, 2020 .

HA was informed via a teiephone call from the Columbia Field Office the CHS was going to

meet with a Baltimore subject the following day. This was confirmed with a follow-up call to a

Nortolk agent who was informed of such as well. CHS was contacted by HA who advised the , ’
CHS to not meet with Ba - more subject the next day. . .we—— - - ITEM #22

e
’”

May 11, 2020 (telephonic)

Page 5 of 15
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CHS was informed by TIA the FBI was asking him to not meet Baltimore target while in South
Carolina later that day. The CHS stated that because he had previously been told by a different
FBT Agent he could meet with Baltimore subject and therefore had agreed to the meeting and it
was 0o late to back out. The CHS was upset, fecling the FRBI had placed him in a horrible -
position and because backing out of the meeting would possibly expose him or make militia
members suspicious of him, he needed 10 move forward with a short mu,lmb to protect himself

and his family. ‘The CHS stated that he may record the conversation with Baltimore target, which
HA advised against doing. CHS admonished to not meet an individual. :

~a

Lrem ™23

May 26, 2020

CHS advised his computer recently crashed. As a result, CHS was having trouble keeping up

with the online activitics of the Baltimore and Norfolk targes, particularly on Facebook. CHS
attempted ta use his smartphone to navigate the platform and communicate, but was having S
difficulty, due to lack of technical knowledge as well as limitations of the phone. CHS asked for
assistance in purchasing a new laptop so he could more easily cormmunicate.

-

June §, 2020 — : ITC”“ DA
CHS was provided with a recording device and was shown how to turn the recorder on and off, :
Handing Agents met with CHS and provided him with a recor ding device. CUS was provided a ', :

copy of the FD-472 electronic monitoring consent form, which CHS reviewed and signed. Due o

to operational concerns, CI1S would be unable to meet up with Agents prior to the meeting, - N
scheduled for the next day. As a result, CHS was provided instructions for operating the

recording device, to include the need 1o statc the date and time at the beginning of the recording.

CHS and Flandling Agent tumed the recorder on and oft multiple times to ensure CHS knew how

to properly function the recorder. CHS placed the recorder in his wallet and left with the device

at the conclusion of the inceting.

dr=- <,2020

CHS met with Tlandling Agent (1TA) to return the recording device. CHS advised he conducted i

two recordings. For the first recarding, CIIS advised he forgot to state the Date and Time at the “"em# a5
beginning of the recording, however, he spoke the date and time immediately before he wmed

the recorder of . CHS turned the recorder on for a second mecting. After turning it off following

Page 6 of 15
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July 24 ~~0 . .
CHS contacted Handling Agent (HA) via telephone. CHS was contacted by Baltimore target via

telephone. Baltimore target told CHS he wanted CHS to come out to Delaware for a meeting the
following Thursday or Friday and that CHS should bring Baltimore target’s rifle and shotgun

ith hi TEM™ 3¢
with him. T

July 26, 2020
CHS contacted Handling Agent (HA) by telephone. CHS advised he spoke with Baltimore target

and Baltimore target told him he was able to push back his planned meeting and asked the CHS

% :outthe following week (Aug 7) and bring his guns with him. CHS asked for guidance
on what to tell Baltimore target, adding that if he pushed off attending again, Baltimore target
and others may begin to question his commitment and trustworthiness and may push him out of
the inner circle. CHS stated regardless of what HA and others wanted to do with the weapons, it
was important that CHS attend this meeting,.

July 31, 2020

CHS stated he wished had the ability to record the call as there was a lot being said and CHS had
a hard time recalling everything and wanted to be able to refer back to a recording to jog his
memory. CHS advised they would get the shotgun later afternoon/evening Monday and bring it
to HA on Tuesday morning.

August 5, 2020
CHS turned over a shotgun that was left in Cambria, WI by Baltimore target to HAs. HA also

had CHS sign two separate OIA Admonishment forms that were done verbally, over the phone .
with the CHS on 7/23/2020 and then again on 8/3/2020. TTem 37

August 7, 2020 .

CHS just completed a drive from W1 to DE. CHS drove alone. HA was provided C Balimore

target’s DB12 shotgun and Bushmaster AR rifle, CHS was also provided with two (2) recording

devices. CHS advised he would be meeting with Croft Friday afternoon and would hand over the )
weapons at that time. - - — ITEMF3
S, opE WEVEF BUSNiT L IR T

N, I' ;;:,
T~

Page 10 of 15
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3 r 10, 2020 ‘
CHS was interested in obtaining a waiver to help remove prohibition to possess firearms. CHS

talked about possibly earning the waiver based on a point merit system. HA also had CHS sign
two separate OIA Admonishment forms for the upcoming Michigan FTX. One to possess

firearms and ope tn tranenngt cxg]ngive materials. - — L IT E{") # L’ 2
- Tome s T “

HA received information from BA field office that CHS tasked a Wisconsin targettodo a

background on Baltimore target. In order to verify if CHS had done so, HA asked CHS if there

was any level of mistrust among the MIFTX participants. CHS stated it was the Jenny Plunk that

asked the Wisconsin target to conduct a background check. Wisconsin target asked the CHS for

permission to do so. CHS advised there were several FTXs coming up in WI for which CHS

woulc ed OIA. CHS stated if it were just his local people, he could work around not handling o
weapons; however, there were several individuals coming from out of state and CHS would — ITEM ™43
appear suspicious and would lose credibility with the militia members. CHS stated he would

send the dates the next day. CHS informed HA that CHS was at a local FTX over the weekend,

CHS stated he was being very careful about not handling weapons, however, the previous day,

one individual specificaily approached the CHS and brought a weapon over and handed it to

CHS in order to show it off. CHS advised he wasnotin a position to refuse the individual

without seeming suspicious. CHS wanted to let HA know of the situation. HA admonished the

CHS that he should not be handling firearms without specific OIA to do so.

September 22, 2020

Handling Agent (HA) discovered the existence of dash camera video footage of the surveillance 4
operaticn that was taken by the Wisconsin target. CHS did not mention the existence of the — T TeEm #*y 4
footage during the initial and follow-up debriefs on the FTX. CHS later provided the information

after being prompted by HA whether any of the FTX participants took photos or videos of the

events,

September 24, 2020

CHS stated the weapon bought from Norfolk target was not illegal. Norfolk target got a lower, g
upper, and a bolt carrier, but not & front post because CHS knew that would make the g illegal [Tem™45
without a tax stamp. CHS thought Norfolk target had an illegal gun, but would not 't an illegal

Page 12 of 15
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to attempt to gain cooperation of him. CHS requested he be searched and put ipto HA's v ehicle
10 make it look like he was being interviewed. CHS requested that when Wisconsin target
departed with agents, CHS was to depart in another vehicle as well to make it look more
legitimate. Alterwards, CHS was brought back to his vehicle and he departed. (HA note: very
shortly afterwards, CHS was mld by HASs not to take calls and not to discuss things with

<

e . .7 . .
anyone.) 1 R W G W e N
e » s Rl 9 ; 4 Ny e’ Ao i
et L.) J \\— ) \‘)-.-f"' 4 L/-.—"' \, \ L. L ’ ..//‘\-'—‘ ’1 i l' - K FL.\)

October 7, 2020

Dut conversation at approximately 7:58pm, CHS contacted Handling Agent (HA) and asked
why 1d be his cover story about why he did not get arrested or searched like W 1sconsin

target or the others, as people were going to be reaching out. HA told CHS he would develop a
cover-story to provide the CHS, but in the meantime. he should avoid making or taking calls
from peaple, using the excuse that he was being questioned late into the night. CHS
acknowledged and said he'd talk to HA later. At approximately 11:40 PM, CHS texted HA *Got
a minute" At approximately 1):49 PM. HA responded "yes® At approximately 12:05 AM, CHS

ed "Call?" At approximatcly 12:07 AM, HA responded "Call” At approximately 12:08 AM,
CHS called HA. HA noted that CHS was difficult to understand and was not speaking clearly.
CH1S assessed the CHS was cither half-asleep or impaired. CHS advised he spoke with "Big
Dan" from Michigan and Jenny Plunk. CHS stated "Dan was out” and that "things were going
on." CHS also mentioned a Michigan target and Wisconsin target, however, HA could not
understand the CHS and could not determine the context. HA told CUHS he would speak with him
in the morning.

QOctober 8, 2020
CH1S stated there was going to be an FTX in Cambria. W1 over the weckend and asked Handling

Agent (HA) for OIA to handle firearms.

October 9, 2020

In the conversation, CHS was told that he is not being tasked to do anything at this point and that
the FBI did not want him to do anything, that he should lay low and avoid any contacts with
subjects or others associated with the plot/subjects. CHS specifically asked about Norfolk target,
stating that Norfolk target has been reaching out to him daily, not necessarily about his plans, but
about what they should do as a result of the arrests. CHS stated Norfolk target was "freaking

Page 14 of 15
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.. Tennessee, where, according to her FBI over story, she led a small
militia. While Plunk ~nd Robeson administe. ed the Facebook group, Fox
invited several Wolverine Watchmen and other gun enthusiasts to join,
bringing the group’s membership roster to 28. Although the FBI's
informants had created the Facebook group for Fox, Robeson

announced in a welcome message that Fox was the "C.0." — a military
. acronym for "commanding officer.”

Robeson often spoke in the vernacular of a soldier. He never served in
the military, but he was so gung-ho that he had obtained forged
paperwork that made it appear he'd been a Marine, according to FBI
reports. Using military lingo, Robeson posted an invitation to the new
Facebook group for a weekend tactical training session in Cambria,
Wisconsin, about 40 miles north of Madison.

More than 30 people attended that weekend event in July 2020,
including Fox, his girlfriend, and a few members of the Wolverine
Watchmen. At the time, Robeson was running_scams related to a fake
charity he called Race to Unite Races, whose mission was "to bridge
the racial divide." Internal FBI reports indicate that Robeson used
proceeds from the fake charity to buy supplies to build a shooting

~ range to train in close-quarters combat, known as a “kill house.”

10/19/25, 5:46 PM

https://theinlercep(.com/zo24/03/06/gretchen-\,vhitmer-kidnapping-informan»t/
Pacae 13 of 28
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-t
:‘5 + agents were deeply concerned that the fine details of that weekend
o

~ __might suggest entrapment.
"You've got a Wisconsin Patriot Three Percenter role-playing the

~ Kidnapping with Wolverine Watchman at the training you've set up,
=  r-ht?" Impola, the FBI agent, said to Robeson.

=y

a

§ “It wasn't just me,” Robeson said. "l set it up and —"

3

< "These are things we need to discuss,” Chambers interrupted.

“Youn got a Wisconsin Patriot Three Percenter role-playing the kidnapping,
with Wolverine Watchmen at the training you set up, right?”
Impola told Robeson that the FBI's case notes show that a Wisconsin
agent was aware of the training, but that federal agents did not know
that Robeson was the one who had organized it.
" don't want to put these words in your mouth, but the question is —"
Impola said.
“Did | do it under FBI directive?” Robeson interrupted.
"Right," Impola answered.
3 "No, it wasn't just — What I'm saying is, it wasn't me. It was Adam [Fox]
*  that asked if they could do that —"
a
&
& "Yup," the two FBI agents said in unison.

"It was Barry [Croft] who ~3ked if we could get a joint one together. It
was lllinois. And | asked before | said yes."

“The question becomes: Did a bunch of terrorists Shanghai your
training for their purposes, or did you set up a training for terrorists?"”

https://ftheintercept.com/2024/03/06/gretchen-whitmer-kidnapping-informant/ 10/19/25, 5:46 PM
Pace 15 of 28
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) az <ed."That's the question, right? inere’'s atra iingtr t
Pl hapr. -.1ed in which a terrorist operation was planne  a i played out,
* ¢ dyou're involved in setting it up.”

“| Need to Come Play With Y'all”

PRSI

PARE  RA.

ég =® Robeson's organizing and financing of the weekend tr¢ ing in

<3 # Wisconsin wasn't tt - FBI's only problem.

~ In multiple videos from the training, Robeson can be seen using
firearms. As a felon, he wasn't allowed to have guns. But FBl agents
apparently believed that handling firearms would be critical to his
credibility among the militia members, so they had asked the Justice
Department for a w. ver to let Robeson handle “nonfunctional”
weapons in his undercover capacity, according to ir srnal emails.

l PARRCRAPH BHY

hltps://zheintercepLcom/ZO24/03[06/gretchen—whilmer-kidnapping-informam/ 10/19/25, 5:46 PM
Page 16 of 25
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e

FBI agents appe .-ed to view the r e with anillegal sux ressor and

g attached launcher as a critical piece of evidence in" 1ie conspiracy
—  case. But the story of the firearm only revealed the FBI's heavy hand in
§ the investigation. The illegal rifle made a full circle, fror the FBI and
é back, through the h 1ds of three paid informants, neve staying long
< with any targets of the investigation.
T Thegunanecdc eis emblematic of the larger sting: The FBI's
§ - informants were ham-fistedly encouraging their targets to discuss plots
3 ; to harm elected officials. Those efforts reached farc -al levels on
= September 12, 2020, during a meeting and training exe cises in Luther.
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Darial hicticra MaAavramant

For that meeting, Chappel brought a friend nicknamed "Red,” a slender
man with a 187th Airborne sleeve tattoo on his right arm. “Red” was in
fact Timothy Bates, an undercover FBI agent who identifies himself in
‘government recordings as "UCE 7775," referring to his FBI undercover
employee number. Just three weeks earlier, Bates had been in Denver,
where he encouraged political violence. In Colorado, an FBI informant
named Mickey Wir~~cker introduced Bates to a racial justice activist
who expressed interest in assassinating_the state’s attorney general —
a plot that, like the one targeting Virginia's governor, ultimately fizzled.

PARACINPH B 5SS

e

uates and Chappel, both Army veterans, led a close-quarters combat
training for the Wolverine Watchmen. Bates also told the group
gathered in Michigan that he could supply explosives. The group's
rough plan to kidnap Whitmer at her vacation home involved possibly
blowir~ up a nearby bridge to slow rescue efforts.
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“So my guy up in Minnesota, he can pretty much get whatever. He has

access to whatever one would want,” Bates said in an undercover

recording. Bates had brought along several videos showing men

assembling and detonating homemade bombs. These videos were all

stage-managed by the FBI, with agents pretending to be rogue bomb-
makers.
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r for The Intercept

"l wid 1nis 1rying to Keep My Undercover
Position”

—_———

The .Vhitmer kidnapping plot has yielded five acquittals, five
convictions, and four guilty pleas in federal and state courts. Robeson
didn't testify in any of the trials. When defense lawyers tried to compel
him, he told the federal court that he would assert his Fiftth Amendment
right not to incriminate himself. The Justice Department claimed that
Robeson was a "double agent” whose statements would not be
"binding admissions of the government itself.”

The recording of Robeson’s December 2020 meeting with the FBI
reveals that the "double agent” ploy was a carefully planned strategy.
When Robeson was called into that Wisconsin FBI office, agents
described three possible scenarios for him.

PARAGRAPH # 73

The first was that all the defendants would take plea deals, in which
case "your hame is not on the witness list,” Impola said. The second
was 1at Robeson could be a government witness or, in the third option,
a wi 1ess for the defendants whose testimony could support their
claims of entrapment.

PARAGRAPH
#73

Attt time, the agents errantly assumed that option one was the

b o

% - likeliest. "I am fairly confident that when anybody looks at that witness
= ::; list, - 1ey're not going to trial now because they know the ramifications,”
&

& said Impola.

—————— e

But what he didn't say was that the second and third options —
invo ing Robeson testifying in court — weren't real options at all, at
least not in the view of the FBI. There was also a fourth option that the

N
T
4t agents didn't mention: The Justice Department could jam Robeson, a
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felon, with firearms charges for crimes he committed while working
“undercover for the FBI.

PapAC i
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" And that's what happened. On March 3, 2021, the "'stice Department
indicted Robeson in Wisconsin ¢ a charge of being a 2lonin
possession of a firearm. Prosecutors alleged that Robeson bought a
.50-caliber sniper rifle, among the most powerful fi arms available to
civilians in the United States, and later sold it on Facebook — all while

PAAGIN PH
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working for the FBI.
: At his r'~~ hearing, Robeson claimed he'd bought the gun to bolster his
< ' o
S ~ 3l cover. “l did this trying to keep my undercover position where | was
"%’ ‘i: at and kind of make me look a little more aggressive in the
& organization,” Robeson said in court.
Robeson was sentenced to probation on a federal felony charge that
= could have carried a 10-year sentence. He and his handlers knew he
g f had illegally possessed, purchased, and sold multiple fire ‘ms inthe
g #  course of the sting; the single gun charge represer 2d a threat of .. ore

to come if he were to testify in any of the state or federal prosecutions.

|

With that threat, FE agents stopped the facts from g¢ ting in the way
of their “good story” about the W itmer kidnapping plot. In their zeal to
protect a career-making case, those federal agents also poured._jet fuel
on conspiracy theories about the “deep state” and the January 6
Capitol riot that will be central to 1is year's presidential election.
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